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Excerpts from the foreword written by Dr.
Sunil Nadkarni -

"..A Van Gogh or Da Vinci or Haldankar’s
paintings evoke instant respect for the perfection.
But what if we came across an equally powerful
rendering of art but later found out that it was
done under circumstances such as nonavailability
of clean canvas, paints, brushes, easel, and the

work was done amidst the din of opposition of
masses not realizing it was for their own good.

My dear readers the book unfolds what, by whom
and how is the perfection possible starting from
absolutely nothing.

The development at Dervan has been the outcome
of the vision & sustained efforts of Shree Maharaj.
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Whereas, the Marathi language speakers have a
rich source of Shree Maharaj’s literature to savour,
there was a need for the English speakers and
readers to fulfill the naturally evoked curiosity of
the background of this phenomenon.

Shree Maharaj always maintained that work done
in the most challenging circumstances brings out
the best and unique. In the scientific world we
have glaring examples of Madam Curie, Galileo
who went against the trends at great personal peril
with the conviction that it was for the permanent
good and somehow got strength from this single-
minded conviction that made them face incredible
adversities.

The transformation of Dervan through
inclusiveness, is for all to see; handheld to
reach empowerment through skill training and
employable education fighting steadily against
the backdrop of appeasement into exploitation
by temporary gratification. This has been steadily
achieved by Shree Vithalrao Joshi Charities Trust
and Shree Sitarambuwa Charitable Trust, the
latter established as far back as 1969. 1 do not
know of any other place in the world where there
is a state-of-the-art Hospital, an English medium
school, Nursing College, College of Advanced
studies, Rural Medical College, Physiotherapy
College, and an Olympic standard Sports facility
all under one roof. The College of Advanced
studies offers tailored paramedical courses for
ready employment in the Medical Services delivery
sector (such as Technicians for operating Dialysis
Machine, X-ray, Ultrasound/CT/MRI scanners,
Operation Theatre assistants etc.). There are
community programs that are continuously and
regularly functioning over the last several decades.
A recent addition has been certificate courses in
computer skills, tailoring, beautician etc. with the
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certification process having a recognition all over
India and countries abroad.

Having travelled around the English-speaking
world there is likely to be a lot of curiosity to
understand what is the source of the integrating
power that has resulted in a sleepy village in
the foothills of Sahyadri mountains becoming a
sprawling modern complex empowering the rural
people, develop skills and offer education that
allows them to earn their livelihood integrating in
the modern world.

This translation of the narrative of the “Guru-
Shishya” (Master-Disciple) system will answer their
needs and questions and if it evokes, use the Grace
themselves that naturally follows reading of such
texts as it exemplifies in a simple narrative and
experiences of simple people we could all relate to
what is at the core of all that goodwill that finally
drives the world and keeps it going.

Many a times in our lives there is a realization
that we are not truly in charge and there is a third
that is really running the show. There are happy
and sad happenings; the interpretation of these in
the right frame of mind requires the recognition of
this eternal principle. The “Guru-Shishya” system
through various experiences brings and etches the
recognition of this state of affairs firmly in the
mind.

This book exemplifies precis writing as it distils
the works and activities over six to seven decades
that has seen tangible expression in the form of
the integrated rural socio-economic development
complex at Dervan, and the Swami Samartha
Mandir at Mumbai and the kernel of all these
activities on the palms of the hands of the Guru
enshrined at Pune."
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